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Hon, Herbert R. O'Cenor,

Governoy of Mearyland,

H%ate Houee, Annspolie, Marylend

Sir: We have the honor te grasenﬁ;tg you the Trwenty-rifth Annual
Report of the Baryisnd State Board of Motlon Plcture Censors, pursusnt
ta the provisions of Seetion 9, Chapter 390, of the iets of 1922,

The Wotlon Pleture Bosrd of the Biste makes the following resort
of its work for the figcsl yerr begimning Oetober 1, 1540, end ending
septemhsf-aﬁ, 1941,

nersl Ststewent

Puring the risggl yesr two thousand two hundred eighty-three
(2,283) motlon pleture fllms were reviewed, ocomprileing silx hundred
thirty-one (631) renturé.filga, (four of which were rejected *in toto®)
the balance beiqg newsreels, shorts, esrtoons, ete, There were four
hundred forty-five (446) eliminations made con statutory grounds in
two hundreé three (205) printe. One film, “Nerry ¥ives," was
ordered eut to such sn extent that the weight of the eliminstions
arounted to a virtusl eondemnation of the filwm. The spongore of the
rloture d14 not sppesl the deelsion of the Board to the Courts.

‘The four pletures rejected (in toto) were se follows:
- Zitle Applieant
GRANIOA Follsh American Film Zorp,

THE FRENCH NUDISTS OR TEN DAYS

__IN A NUDIST CAup Jewel Productions, Ine.
TRUTH ASOUT XUDPISM (Stereoptiocon) T. ¥. Villlers
RO GREATER SIN Mary C. Rensone,

University Film Poduetiens, Ine.
A total of seventy-four (74) forelgn subjects were reviewed by

the Bosrd, numerieally iiﬁted as Tellows:




28 British 4 Trench

18 Poligh S Italisn

12 Yidédish 1 Viennese
7 Russisn 1 Czech

In the censorship of foreign lsngusge films, the Forelgn Langusye

Committee, which sets in an sdvisory espacity to the Board, has been
of invalusble zsesistsnce. The Foreign lLangusge Cowm-ittee ie composed
of move than twenty persons who sre outstanding in the Stete eof Marylspd
for their xno-ledge of the lengusge and custome of forelgn countries,
2nd sre sble to gilve 2 high grade of intelligent advice in the Board's
work of censoring foreign lsnguesge Tllms,

¥

¥ork of the Board

Four hundred forty-five (445) eliminations of seenes, subtitles
or dislogue, were made in the pictures reviewed. The eliminations
erdered by the Board were mede on sistulory grounde, The foregoling
statement of the pgﬁt‘ye¥r, ghowing the nuuber of eliminations and
the number of rejected pletures, by ne mesns rdeguately covers tuis
phase of our work., During the eourse of the year many conferences
were held with spplicants for llcensing snd, wherever posgible,
constructive suggestions vere made for the revislion of vietures in
order to svold confliet with the Meryisnd Statute. Thig work is
importsnt $o the sroducling compsnies, to the exhibitors and to the
public, snd canrot be falrly measured by sny statistiosl record,
Frequently the Bosrd's suggestlons hsve resulted in the revision eof
the pioture by the spplicant or the producing comoanies, Hor are
the number of deletions shown in thig fiszosl year's record a true
messure of the protection whiech the public received from the Bosard,
for, uncuestionsbly, the producing eompanies {(both the Hays'
orgsnization snd the Independents) have become so femillar with the

State Motlon Pleture laws and regulstions snd with ocur precedure in




..
adainigtering the zeme, that meny scenes and dislogues, which are knowm
to be offensive, under our statute, sre eliminsted before submiesion
Ter reviev.

The Bosrd now requires that all dislogue must be submitted =2t the
time the epplication for license is mede to the Board, Thiszrule
rigidly enfcree&.haé been found most sdvantageous, esneaialig in its
reletionshiy te Torelgn filns,

All of the review work is carried on dally ot the Board's offices,
211 Horth Calvert fZtreet, in Baltiwore., The two projectioniets
empleyed by the Beard are constantly on duty and, as s rule, each
film: that ie yreagntea.ig reviesved by two members ar'thg'esaré;
Plotures containing oontroverslsl matters rre rescreensd seversl tices
before all members of the Bosrd, and after csreful study setion isg

teken, either lleensing the pleture as presented, or direecting that

eliminstions be meade, or rejeeting the oicture "in tote,® The

applicant then recelives notice of the sctlon of the Board and where
eliwinetions are mode or u rejection ig ordered, statutory rescone
for such asction sre given in writing. In the event the applicent 1s
dissatisfied he (or hig representstive) uay, through supeszl, recuest
the entire Board to sgain sit in review on the piciure. Aftasr such
review snd after hesring the erguments »f the applicent or his
rewreaentrtiva and giving due consider=fion, the Soard gnnounces its
final decision, Should the dectslon be unfavorsble %o the sppliecsmt,
he gtill has his remedy in the courte. :

Seven thousand three hundred tﬁirty»elght (7,338) originsl reels
were reviewed by tha Her:land Board during the past yesr, with &
footage of 6,180,516 feet, which, if jJoined together would measure

more then one thouszand one hundred seventy and one half {1,170.6)=lles




- 4 -
of fils sctually paecsing through our projection maochines in the
prasaég of 5er&éning these fiims. In connection with such review
work, the dlslopue must be resnd varefully, consulistions had,
and decigicne made. 4 Tile ie kent on ench pleture, inoluding the
spplicstion, alslogue and action tﬁken,'as well 22 2 record cf the
liaaﬁéss 1asued, together with the corresspondence.

Recel-tg and ﬁiﬁbﬁ?&%ﬁgntﬁ

The total recelipts of the da@rﬁ,durlnx the past flscal year were
$55,877.00 as compared with $53,180, 60 for the wrecading yesr, an
incresse of $2,607,00, The expenditures of the Board were $30,347,18,
The ne$ revenue to the State, after decduoting the cost of operetion,
wae §3¢ 529.82, During the three year period (1939-1940-1941) in which
your present Bosrd hss been in operation, the follewing Tigures show
2 total incresse in revenue to the é?atﬂ ef $7,218.00

Heselpte

Qetober 1, 1978 -

eptember 30, 1939 § $0,180.00 § 1,521.00 Excess over 1q§?-1°<8
Qetober 1, 1830 -

September 30, 1940 53,180.00 3,000;00 Excess over 1938-1939
Qotober 1, 1840 -
September 20, 1941 55,877.00 2,697,00 Excess over 1938-1840

$ 7,218,00 Totrl Incresse in
Receipts for three year period 1738-1941,

Original films snd reissues sre charged for st the rate of $2.00 per
thoussnd feet er lese, duplic-te filme at $1.03‘§er'thauagn& feet or
1&5&.' All spprovele of duplicstes must be &ﬁpliﬁ&‘fﬁr by the zame
person within the geai sfter the exsamination snd approval ef the
original, 4 charge of $1.00 1s made for restoring & se2l of spproval
on a censored film,

Attentlon im respéotfully called to the financial statezent

sppended to this report whieh ghows the financial growth of this
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State Department and the increscing amount reverting to the Stste
Treasgury esch yeay since 1920. In this periocd 2 total net revenue of

$230,844, 32 reverted to the State Trassury.

Introduction of foundlieg (Juke Zoxes) into ¥rryland

The latter pert of the yesr sew the entreance of "Soundies®
{Juke Boxes) into ¥aryland. Cn the insertion of 2 dime, these hoxes,
carrying & unlt of 2 16 m.w, filw, furnish elght individusl subjects
of entertsinment, of three minutes esch, In antielpation of these
Soundies, the M=ryland Hotion Pleture Law vwes smended 2t the last
Legislature to eatsblish a partieulsr rate for all filme, less than
35 m.w, at annéorshit fee baged on £4.00 per thoussnd feel or fraction
thereol en originsls end $2.00 per thoussnd feet or frection thereof
on duplleste printg, Purther, in snticipation of s large volume of

work by the Soard incident to this partieuwlsr work, an additional

inspector ves sulthorized by the BSovernor to csre for the emergeney,

To éate, rithough quite 2 nuaber of these mechines and thelr eaaiﬁaent
have beon in the ecvurse of msnufscture, 1t lg spparent thet in =
large resvure, becsure of the wer situstlon, the relesce to the
market has basn held up. The effect in Karyisnd hee been anr ssgregnsie
of some thirly boxes, alloecsted to the Uity of Baltimore and te
several of the ccuntles, However, treade recorts leooally sre that
alloecaticne will increxse moderately, déayite general trade re-oris.
Bescsuse of the shortege of metorisls for Nationsl jdefense, the manufscture
of the Juke Bozes willl be discontinued at this $Sime, therefore, sny
pragnosticontion me to the extent of the ussge ic problematicel,
depending entirely upon the eéxigencles of the wsr situstion,

Cengorsnip of Filme

Some thirty units ef originsl, together with 2 nuwber of duplicate

filmg, have been presented to the Bosrd., Quite n few deletlone were




ordered afier review because of boldnesa end suggestiveness, However
in subgecuent films there hap been p marked improvesent, going to show

that the riinm producere are endeavering to Tully cooperste with the

sengorshlp recuilrenents,

Amcrig the chlef concerns of censere »re erime films which must
ha.ﬁeﬂlt‘with_in their various phases, Crima'ﬂﬂrlals, g0 lergely
patronized by youth, rur for psriods of from trelve to fifteen weeks
in "neighborhnoca® houses, and thereby focus the attentioh of imreature
ninde on exploits of erime and dsring, It iz » guegtion vhether
eycles of sush fiéag have not » detrimental 2nd lseting effect upon
the sodel sttitudes of ohildren. Meny mdmirshle eduestionsl films
of the zeme length sre now avalleble in thestreg frecuented by youth
for chlldren's programs on Frideys snd Caturdays. 1t ig éuggestea
by thiz Bosrd thet orgsnizstions intercsted in betier motion pietures
for ohildrén sdvosste the use of better materisl for such Progrems,
‘ppenls have been made to this Boars %o desl with the excessive emountg
ef drinking ghown in rilwms. The chief complaint s thet such gceneg
are generally shown in a favorable light and thet %ﬁz aviig of :
Arinking are rarely depieted on the sereen. Again, the Easré hes
been appealed to by those sgencies interented in publie aaféﬁy who
agk that the Board teke stens to reduce soenes thowing csrelegs :
handling of automebiles and traffic vislations, It 1g again noted
thet sueh incidents are troeted lightly and rar&ly-ccn@emnga, The
Board believes that the grounde of complaint in both cases are not
without foundrtion, A summory of the snelysls charte whiech the
Boerd mekes on esch festure pleture shows thet all of ﬁhase factors in
pletures that are soresned ore enrefully checked, speolal attentien
being given, in additicn to the moral content, to excesp driﬁking,

exploitation of erime, snd cruelty to snimals,
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The Bosrd has for the psst elx months been working untiringly to

secure sultasble hesdgusrters in the interests of ss?ety snd whieh will
not only trke cave of this situstion, but will provide sufficient
Tfloor gpace for the inore=eing work of the Bourd,

Ingpection 2tefr

T™his departmgnt sonsliets of five perscng whe are reculred o
virit the motlon plofure thestres throughout the Stste for the pursose
of checking the requlrements of the ¥otliom Floture Law. There are
ever twe hundred twenty-five therntres in the Htste of Keryland, Ugr
Ing eotion Densriment checké dally 21l irregulsritles or violations
of the lsw and, as a result of thelr splenlld work snd eonstant

vigllanne, sorious vislatlons heve been reduced,

atinersnt or Nobile Onerstorsg

. AThraa moblle tent shows, flying from Floridas to thie gsection,
wvere delonted in diﬁplay*ng"unaansgrea 36 m.m, Tilms in conjunction
with vaudeville entertelmment. All filwme owned snd carried by them
were ;nspactsd and ordered in for ecensorghip. These iiinersnts
ususlly set up thelr tents in remote parts of the countieg, not
sdjacent te estaklished motion picture houses,
18 m.m, Viimg DNented to Ocessiongis in Countieg

i% 1- belicved that close inspection by the Doardls personnel
has resulied in s vast lmprovement in having such filas presented
for censorship regulations. Quite 2 few were ordered in by the
Inspecticon Bapaf%ment dutiﬁg the curreat year,
Industry ﬁgeg&rﬁticg

The Board wiches to tske this occasion to express its apprecistion
for the wholehesrted cooperation 1t has received from the thestre
cwﬁers, manegrrs, and thelr projectionlats within the Gtate of Maryland,

snd aleo from the New York snd Weshington representatives of the

Film Industry,
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Eersonnel
The yesr 1941 msrked the sdvent to the Besrd of sm Offlelel

Heviewer in the person of Williaw &, Wright., Trlie poslition is

locked upon by all State Censor Bosrds se one of me)or importance

snd prsoticslly &l S%ste Censor Boerds hsve more then one Reviewer
te share the importsnt duties whiech thie positicn enteils,
During the ye:sr dus to the advaneement of Harry J. Hunt to
the newly erested position of Inspector of 1€ m.m, Juke Boxes
{ Soundieg) and Iiinerant Movies, sn additlion Yo the laspeéﬁinn $taft
wag made in the person of Osesr ¥, ¥ellenry., Also by resson of the
eall to service of Film Exeminer and Eessurer, Welson Hrizendine,
thig veceney wae filled by the appolniment af RBarris Eraimsn,
Following is & stabtistiesl suamary of the operstions »f the
Cengor Ecard,
Respentfully submitted,
George R. Nitchell, Chairmen
Annie E. Eiliott, Viee-Chairmsn

derle ¥, Preaatman, Secreiary

Pecesber 31, 1041




E:ryland State Boerd ef Motion Picture Cengors Trble

Showlng Totel Annual Hecelpts and Disburgements, Together with

the Amounte Reverting to_the Btste Tressury for Feriod
Qotober 1, 1920 - September 30, 1941

Peried . lheeceints Digburgements Amt, Reverting to Tressur
10-1-20 to D-30-ZL § 26,488,533 § 19,025,26 § 7,468,07

10=-1-21 ¢

10=1~02
10-1-23
10=1-24
10128

JO0=1-26

10127
10-1-28
10w1-28¢

10=1~30 to

10=1-351
10=1-32
10w1e33

10-1=7%4 1

10=~1-39

10w]~26

10w1=27
10«1~38
10w1e 39
10~1=-40

§e30w28
303
B 30 24
B 0=28
9=~30-26
P 3027
O 3028
9= 30-29

3 D 0 30

83031
G 3032
3033
O 20 34
G 30w 35
P 30-36
9 3057

D038

P 3030
flow 2040

25,868,90

26,338, 60
29,249,560
30,207,92
32,498, 65
38,166, 5
44,406,827
38,954,098
35,245.85
35,637, 44
35,182, 54
36,563,00
30,46%.00
44,073.00
49,293.00
48,659,00
80,180.00
53,180,00

 Pel0-41 _55,.897.00

$803,632,66

19,842.12
19,892.93
20,730, 44
22,207, 24
22,662.82
24,883.80
27,734,690
32,937.76
31,718, 26
31,816.79
32,188,81
24,207,935
27,174.49
27,577, 76
28,927,908
28,855.10
30,197, 34
20,302.92
29,508, 72

234718

%572 s g&ﬂ: L 3 M

7,024, 78
7,166, 58
5,608, 06
7,042, 26
7,546,10
7,614,758
10,430,868
11,548,851
7,286.%2
3,429,06
3,478.63
044,41
9,388, 51
11,888, 54
15,145,02
20,437.90
18,461,686

19,877.08

23,561, 28
25,529,882

$230,844.32




HAKTLAED i

BOARD OF
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OQotober 1, 1940 - - September 30, 1941

Year and
¥onth

REELEB

Gviginal  Dupilonte

Substitute
Gealn

Herelpts

1840
Qetober
Kovenber
Deaenhsr
D4

¢ shaary
Februsry
¥sroh
April
¥ay
June
Jualy

ruguet

geptember

730 3,773

3,838

§ 4,874.00

109

102

102

14%

o6

124

20

€9

106,00
4 » :';’42. 00

102,00

4,794.00

4,670.00

~247.00

3,826,00

28,00

4,526,00
124,00

%,813,00

— 0,00
99,00
§,277.00
122,00
4,506.00
26,00
4,846.00
128,00

4,920,060
148,00

§ 4,983,000

4,444.00
4,496,00
4,617.00
2,921,00
$,052,00

2,803.00

4,420,00

5,400.00

4,602,00
4,771.00

$,008,00
£6,877.00




MARCLAND ST&TR BOARD OF MOTION PICTURE CEMSORS
For the fiscsl Year Nnded September 30, 1941

FEES
Originsl Reels . . 35 M (6,115,276 feef), . § 13,732.00
Ineluding 63 trallers, 14,383 feet §106.00)
Original Reels . . 16 N ( 46,6680 feet) 284,00

. * . .18 ME, Reversible 18,378 £t, 88,00 ¥ 14,104.00

", . 36 e ( 36,541,111 feet) § 40,363.00

" " s 'w K X 3,196 feet) 10.00
" *  « « 18 MM, Reversible 16,503 rt 40,00 40,413,000
Szle of Substitute Seals (1,380) . . « ¢ & « 1,360,00

Depopited to eredit of Btate Tresmurer . & « « & § 65,877.00

Bonrd Vembers s ?| 200,00
Other Employees 17,096,.00

: 24,205,090

Light, Heat, Power and Water 242,00
Treveling 630,80
Jommunio=tion 800,01
Frinting, othar than Office Supplies ¥2.00
Contractual, Film Seals 1,293.43
Office Supplies 800,72
Fotion Pleture Mschine Suprlies ov. 7
Office Reulpment 114,23
Motion Fleture Eguipment 188,28
Rent £2,280,00
Ingursnoe 32, 060
€,082.09

.i igi.."i&z.lﬂ
" BUDGET ACCOUNT (PER UouPTHOLLIAR) -

Appropristion (1941) § 30,566.50 ¢ 0,864,686
Refund (Communiostion, Item
‘ P08) 4,26
*  (Sale of Sesls, Item
‘ 208) . B.11 |
Lezs Reversion to Regerve Fund : 217,6 30,347.18

Genorsl Yund Disbursement : § 30,247.18




Haryland State Board of Motion FPicture CUengors

QLASSIFICATION OF FILMS

Catober 1, 1840 - « September 30, 1941

o

Orizinsl and Duplicste Fllms

pAMyar- Higoplle
Dromas Qomedies _ lNews _ Cartoons SIging __aneoug.

October 400 288 580 ag 3

November 36 2R 78
December 3 : 68
January

February

Msreh

April

Nay

June

B = B o 0 M

July

fagust

o o -2

Geptember

Fllme, Original , .
Films, Duplionte .
Aeels, Original .
Realsn, Duplioate . . .
Humber of Feet ,Originel
Number of Feeot,Duplloate
Filmeg Ap roved »
Filzg Rejeoted .- 0w
Filma Eliminated . . .

.l

%

6,180,516

36, 561,000
- - L] - - 415.392
- - - Ll - - ‘

- . L3 - ma

@ &% @& @& @& 8 @ = &
® @ @ & ® # ® & @&
& % @ @ ® & @ @ @8
" = 5 @ ® W @
LY
l-l'l'l"mq
"o 8 0 »

15,509 51,008 42,741,616 185,509
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ARYLAND STATE BOARD OF MOTION FICTURE € R

BLINTRATIONY
(..f}"ff“fa L8 1.’ *qé‘ﬁ - w BEPYP % 5@1 19‘@}.

QM&}Q Buplicete

Gremse Comedies Hews Certoone

Advartising

Ostober
Hovenber
Deoenber
Jenuery
Februsry
Hareh
April
¥ey

June
July
Auguss

Zeptember

17 ' 0

1 ﬁ 0 .
8

17

16

12

10

1
o
Q@
0
0
o
0
0
0
o
o
0

ot




Baryiand S8tate Board of Hotion Fleture Censors
BULEARY OF ANALYSIS CHARTS

Qotober 1, 1940 = « September 30, 1041

Soolsl Comedy lusical Eystery Western CUrime & Dooumens

Dramn

Dreia

Drnma

Drama

& Lotion

Horror

Lory

Oetober
November
Decomber
January
February
Hareh
April
Nay
June
July
faguet

Gep tember

21
12
-
19
18
19
13
21
17
19

12
10
8
12
B
1l
8
#
11
12
11
9

0
1
0
2
1
0
0
0
0
0

Q »N

Totsl number of films snalyeed - 503




